
 
 
 
Overview 
Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
On 18 March 2015 we won the Teaching Excellence Award at the Guardian Education 
Awards through our collaboration with Nottingham Trent University. This is partly due to the 
educational goals of the project but mainly due to the opportunities it has created for 

students. At the time of writing we have created work placements for 120 students who 

have helped with everything from: research, managing our social media platforms, filming 
and editing videos, proofing, coding, marketing and publicity.  
 
Other key outcomes include:  

 Using digital storytelling to link up disciplines within the digital humanities 

 Debate of our digital manifesto for Beyond Crisis: Visions for the New Humanities, 
Durham University  

 Creating dissertation topics inspired by the themes of the project e.g. Media videos 

 Skill-sharing – grouping students together to enhance existing skills 

 Outreach work – visiting schools in Nottinghamshire and hosting debates, creative 
writing exercises, reading clubs.  

 Facilitating additional work placements at the Festival of Words, Game City, 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 

 Taking an international student to the British Library to create content for a new 
student radio station called Beep.  

 Students shadowing project manager and joining in editorial meetings 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
https://www.dur.ac.uk/chi/tasks/22/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/chi/tasks/22/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npy3qZ9K9kE
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/2015/03/02/tight-budget-ambitious-project-trust-students-from-your-local-university/
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/2015/02/19/turning-reading-around-bbcgetcreative-nottingham/


  

 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project.  
 

 Dawn of the Unread won the Teaching Excellence Award at the Guardian Education 
Awards on 18 March 2015 

 
 
 
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
 

   
 

  

http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2015/mar/19/teaching-excellence-category-awards-winner-and-runners-up
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

