
 
 
Issue 8: The Fifth Duke of Portland (12 September 1800 – 6 December 1879) 
Published: 8 October 2014 
Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
William John Cavendish Cavendish-Scott-Bentinck aka 5th Duke of Portland was an 
English toff with a very long name. After inheriting Welbeck Abbey he painted all of the 
rooms pink and then had tunnels built underneath so he could avoid the neighbours. His 
eccentric building projects meant he created employment for most of the nearby village, who 
he would reward with umbrellas and donkeys if they put in a good day’s graft. In this comic 
we tell the story of one of Nottinghamshire’s most interesting, troubled but lovable 
characters. The comic also touches on the life of Sarah Winchester, heir to the Winchester 
rifle fortune, who, like the Duke of Portland, was mentally affected by her family.  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 Specially commissioned poem ‘Welbeck’ by MulletProof 

 Historian John Charlesworth discusses the Welbeck estate at Creswell Crags 

 A shooting incident at Welbeck Abbey in 1913 that nearly killed Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand 

 Sarah Winchester, heir to the Winchester rifle fortune   

 Playwright Nick Wood on plans for an adaptation of Mick Jackson’s Booker 
shortlisted novel The Underground Man (1997) 

 Edward Harley and the birth of the British Library by James Walker 

 Video of artist Toni Radev discussing how he made the comic. 
 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-08ex-02.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-08ex-05.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-08ex-08.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-08ex-08.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-08ex-06.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-08ex-03.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-08ex-10.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MC9HpeKPqXk&feature=youtu.be


Artist: Toni Radev 
Toni is a freelance Serbian artist who specialises in illustrations across all media. His work 
has a strong European influence, veering towards a French style, and is often typified by soft 
pastel colours. His published work includes Politikin Zabavnik, Max Debris with Djordje 
Milosavljevic and Marko Stojanovic; various comics such as Krakov, Krakov; and for short 
story collections in Bager, Bumerang, Strip Mania, and Magazine”9” His work has been 
regularly exhibited at venues such as Herceg Novi Comics Festival (HSF) and the Museum 
of Applied Art in Belgrade. 
 
Writer: Andrew ‘Mulletproof’ Graves 
MPP is a doorstep poet, but that doesn’t mean he’s too frightened to leave his house. He’s 
what happens when you lob John Cooper Clarke, Billy Brag and popular culture into a 
cement mixer and give it a good stir. His poetry drags you by the hand, kicking and 
screaming through the streets, finding beauty and frustration in the everyday. He is a self-
confessed troubled poet for troubled times who was made, or rather MOD, in Nottingham. 
Andrew is the author of Citizen Kaned (2012) and Light At The End Of The Tenner (2014) 
and has featured on 6 Music’s Cerys Mathews show as well as being a favourite of comic 
book legend Alan Moore. 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  

   
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
 
 

   
 

 

http://users.beotel.net/~brankovv/toni/index.html
http://mulletproofpoet.co.uk/
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

