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Published: 8 September 2014 
Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
D.H. Lawrence was an English novelist, poet, playwright, essayist, literary critic and painter. 
But he was also the original Mr Angry – “the Basil Fawlty of literary modernism” according to 
writer Kevin Jackson. You name it, he was probably driven nuts by it. Travelling the globe he 
described Britain as a “giant graveyard” and his enemies as “half-dead”. Here Lawrence’s 
“savage pilgrimage” from nation to nation becomes a one-man war against the zombification 
of the human race and explores the scandals surrounding his books and his outrage at the 
dehumanising effects of modernity and industrialisation. Lawrence can be credited as the 
person who made it possible for us to all swear more freely after Penguin’s victory in the 
Lady Chatterley Trial (1960).  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 Dr Andrew Harrison (University of Nottingham) on the D.H Lawrence Society 

 Kevin Jackson on why DHL was the high priest of loathe, not love 

 William Ivory on adapting Lawrence to screen 

 Robert Shore on the Lady Chatterley Trial 

 Catherine Brown on Lawrence and women 

 Video of artist Hunt Emerson discussing how he created the comic  
 
 
 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-07ex-01.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-07ex-09.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-07ex-05.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-07ex-12.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-07ex-03.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIlJPwDoYE0&feature=youtu.be


Artist: Hunt Emerson 
Hunt Emerson has been drawing and publishing comix since the 1970s and is now officially 
a Footnote in Comics History. His work appears regularly in publications as diverse as The 
Beano (UK's cornerstone children's comic weekly), Fiesta (a magazine for Men!), and 
Fortean Times (a magazine for Nutters!). He has published around 30 comic books and 
albums, mainly with Knockabout Comics (London). His comic strips have been translated 
into 10 languages, and he has been awarded several Comics Industry prizes. In 2000 he 
was named as one of the 75 Masters of European Comics by the CNBDI, the noted French 
comics Academy. 
 
Writer: Kevin Jackson 
KJ is a writer, film-maker and pataphysician. He began to collaborate with Hunt Emerson 
about 10 years ago, on How to be Rich, a comic take on Ruskin's Unto This Last. Together, 
he and Hunt have also produced another Ruskin comic, How to See, a series of strips about 
great occultists for the Fortean Times, and a version of Dante's Inferno. Kevin's other recent 
books include Constellation of Genius and Nosferatu. His latest short film is Dracbeth. He is 
a regular contributor to the broadsheets and radio. Not bad for someone whose childhood 
ambition was to be a vampire.   
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  

 
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
 

   
 

http://largecow.com/
http://portobellobooks.com/3014/Kevin-Jackson/38
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

