
 
 
Issue 6: Alma Reville - Mrs Hitchcock (14 August 1899 – 6 July 1982)    
Published: 8 August 2014 
Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
Alma Lucy Reville, was an early pioneer of silent films and an expert editor in the cutting 
room. She collaborated with Alfred Hitchcock on many films and had a fine eye for detail. 
Although not credited on Psycho (1960) she advised the film be made in black and white to 
get it passed the sensors and noticed in the final cut that Janet Leigh could be seen 
swallowing, as she lay dead on the floor.  
 
In this comic a disused library is turned into an illegal rave and features Kerrie-Ann Hill, the 
main protagonist of Nicola Monaghan’s debut novel The Killing Jar (2006). As Kerrie-Ann 
takes ecstasy, Alma appears, and the two share their experiences of their respective 
partners. Judit Ferencz uses a minimal approach that brings together illustration and design 
into a cohesive whole where colour and typography are integral aspects of her storytelling. 
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 James Walker explores weird libraries across the world 

 Alma’s contribution to Psycho (1960) 

 Donkey. A short film by Nicola Monaghan starring Kerrie-Ann Hill. 

 A specially commissioned dance track created by Pete Unique with Nicola reading 
lines from the book over the top. 

 A video by Judit Ferencz explaining how she created the art for the comic. 
 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-06ex-07.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-06ex-03.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-06ex-09.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKcVLjZWjME


Artist: Judit Ferencz 
Judit is a Hungarian-born artist who we first came across in LeftLion magazine. Since then 
she has set up a studio in London and her commissions include work for the London 
Transport Museum, The Ride Journal and The Invisible Line Gallery windows. She is best 
known for her minimalist line-cut style artwork that had adorned book jackets for Albert 
Camus’ The Outsider, Vintage classics by James Joyce and Granta. 
 
Writer: Nicola Monaghan 
Nicola Monaghan had a lucrative career in international finance but packed it all in to 
become a writer. She won a Betty Trask Award, the Author’s Club Best First Novel Prize and 
the Waverton Good Read Award for her debut novel The Killing Jar. In her first two novels 
(Starfishing being the other) she has created electrifying and somewhat terrifying female 
characters in Kerrie-Ann Hill and Frankie Cavanagh. These are gutsy figures cut from the 
streets, not afraid to tell it as it is. Just like Mrs H. Nicola also writes under the pseudonym 
Niki Valentine and has published The Haunted and Possessed. She is a founding member of 
the Nottingham Writers’ Studio.   
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomire 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  

 
   
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’. 
 
 

   
 

http://www.juditferencz.co.uk/
http://nicolamonaghan.com/
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

