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Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
The Gotham Fool 
Gotham is a small village south of Nottingham city centre. Folklore has it that locals feigned 
madness in order to avoid a Royal Highway being built through their village. Madness was 
seen as contagious during the reign of King John. The story of the Gotham fools has lived on 
in oral history. The earliest publication of the story is possibly The Merie Tales of the Mad 
Men of Gotam in 1565. Gotham would later become the setting for a certain caped crusader 
after Washington Irving gave the name "Gotham" to New York City in his Salmagundi 
Papers (1807). Our comic explores perceptions of reality and the nature of the ‘fool’ in 
literature. This is reflected in the art by the way characters are not constrained within panels.  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 The role of the Cuckoo in mythology by the Nottingham Hidden History Team  

 The berserk imagination of H.P Lovecraft by Adrian Reynolds 

 Francis Lowe discussing how he created the comic on our youtube channel  

 Press when Illuminated, a video essay exploring the discourse of madness 

 The library of the future by James Walker 
   
Artist: Francis Lowe 
Artist and award-winning academic Francis Lowe began his career working as a Hollywood 
special effects and animation assistant on Alien 3, Solar Crisis and Tom and Jerry the 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-04-10ex.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-04-05ex.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEKLS1AkacU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LA3Lwa-EynA
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-04-08ex.html
http://www.coventry.ac.uk/life-on-campus/faculties-and-schools/coventry-school-of-art-and-design/departments/design-and-visual-arts-/staff-profiles/francis-lowe/


Movie. His most recent paper The Travelling Line: An animator’s journey in itinerant 
storytelling and illustration was delivered at the Illustration, Comics, and Animation 
Conference at Dartmouth College, USA. By examining the relationship between illustration, 
animation, comics and traditional storytelling, Francis explores their shared values and 
reflects upon the wonder that the drawn line engenders. As Course Director for BA 
Illustration and Animation at Coventry University, Francis champions skills-transfer and 
experimentation in Illustration and animation.  
 
Writer: Adrian Reynolds 
As well as being the writer for this issue Adrian is also our script editor. His freelance work 
ranges from Mobile App serial Making Sparks to Daisy Campbell’s Pull Your Cosmic Trigger. 
After graduating he accidentally got a job as a copywriter. That led to him attending the 
London Cartoon Centre, where tutors included David Lloyd, co-creator of V for Vendetta; 
and anarchist cartoonist Donald Rooum. He edited an anthology of student work, Discordia. 
His SF title Dadtown should be on a digital shelf somewhere soon and hopefully followed by 
the webcomic All Fall Down.  
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomire 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  

   
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
 

   
 

http://www.writebyyourside.net/
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

