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Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
Slawomir Rawicz escaped a Siberian Gulag camp in 1941 and trekked 4,000 miles to 
freedom, passing through the Gobi Desert, Tibet, the Himalayas and India. His inspirational 
story was captured in a ghost-written memoir, The Long Walk (1956) which has sold over 
half a million copies and been translated into 25 languages. The factual accuracy of the book 
has since been questioned, issues which are addressed in his comic. The writer and artist 
Brick stumbled across Rawicz’s book in his boarding school library a couple of weeks after 
being grounded for attempting an escape of his own. He was nine. Rawicz’s book would 
later inspire Brick to travel the world, filled with the belief that anybody can overcome the 
insurmountable and triumph against overwhelming odds.  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 The artist explaining how he created the comic on our Youtube channel. 

 The history of adventure travel writing 

 Did Rawicz really encounter a Yeti?  

 Stockholm syndrome in the novel 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQuz9B0asKg
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue02-em07-02.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue02-em09-01-sub.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue02-em11-01-sub.html


Writer & Artist: John ‘Brick’ Clark 
‘Brick’ was born in Berne, Switzerland in 1949. He describes himself as an ‘investigative 
cartoonist’, taking on big issues to expose the hypocrisy and duplicity of modern politics. He 
is the author of Depresso. Or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Embrace Being 
Bonkers!; After the Gold Rush: A Bicycle Journey Through American History and most 
recently To End All Wars, an anthology of non-jingoistic WWI stories.  
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 

 This was the first professional commission for colourist Jess Parry, a student at 
Confetti Institute for Creative Technologies, Nottingham and is part of our educational 
strategy to create opportunities for aspiring students. Jess used Photoshop and Paint 
Tool SAI 

 Slavomir Rawicz settled in Nottingham and worked as a technician at Nottingham 
Trent Univeristy. 

 The library in his story is inspired by Llandudno Library. The interior of the library was 
done in consultation with Opening the Book.  

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  
 

Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’. 
 

   
 

http://www.brickbats.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/colourfuljess
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

