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Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
Powe Meets Africanus brings together two influential figures in a fight to give voice to Black 
history. George Africanus was a slave who gained his freedom and became a property 
owner and entrepreneur. Oswald George Powe was a WWII Radar Operator, activist and 
author of Don’t Blame The Blacks. When Africanus comes by a poster advertising the Dawn 
of the Unread series he is saddened by the fact that there are no back historical literary 
figures and sets out on a quest not only to address this issue but to ensure that there is 
somewhere for black history to be stored and preserved. Conor Boyle’s artwork has a film-
like quality to it, using unique angles to capture mood. 
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 Henderson Mullin on pluralism in the arts  

 James Walker on George Africanus  

 Panya Banjoko on Oswald George Powe 

 Norma Gregory on Jamaican’s in Nottingham 

 The formation of the Afro-Caribbean Nationals Centre (ANCA) 

 The formation of the Nottingham Black Archives (NBA) 

 Panya Banjoko on Working with the Mouthy Poets  

 James Walker on writers and painting 

 Video of Ella Joyce on creating the comic 
 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-16ex-06.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-16ex-16.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-16ex-14.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-16ex-01.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-16ex-09.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-16ex-12.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-16ex-08.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-14ex-08.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxF5kpLYLrg


 
Artist Conor Boyle 
Conor has drawn graphic novels for Accent UK "Who On Earth Was Thaddeus Mist?", 
Markosia "Pirates Of The Lost World" and the National Trust of Scotland about the Battle of 
Bannockburn "Bannockburn 1314: On Dangerous Ground". As part of Disconnected Press 
publishing, he has also contributed to "Cross: A Political Satire Anthology" and drawn 
"Sentient Zombie Space Pigs" as well as various other small press titles.  
 
Writer Panya Banjoko 
Panya the Poet is a spoken word artist and writer. Her work has been described as ‘hip hop 
energy with plenty of shrewd thoughts’. She was one of the Poet Coaches for Shake the 
Dust, is a patron of Nottingham’s UNESCO City of Literature bid and has won the Black 
Women in the Arts award for Outstanding Achievement. Her work has been published in a 
number of anthologies and in 2014 wrote No Tears For Me My Mother about WWII Ex-
servicemen. She founded Nottingham Black Archive in 2009, has been involved with the 
Mouthy Poets for 3 years as a facilitator and mentor, and hosts a talk show - More Talk Than 
Music - on a digital radio station. 
 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  
 

 Dawn of the Unread won the Teaching Excellence Award at the Guardian Education 
Awards on 18 March 2015 
 

 
 
 
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
 

   
 

  

http://conorboylecomicart.blogspot.co.uk/
https://panyabanjoko.wordpress.com/
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
http://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2015/mar/19/teaching-excellence-category-awards-winner-and-runners-up
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

