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Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
Margaret Cavendish (1623 – 15 December 1673) was an English aristocrat who spent her 
latter years in nearby Bolsover Castle and Welbeck Abbey. She was married to William 
Cavendish, the Lord Lieutenant of Nottinghamshire. Margaret was a prolific writer who 
subverted the norms of the day through her philosophy, poetry and fiction and was one of 
the earliest feminists. ROLLER GRRRLS is a comic that challenges female stereotypes and 
due to its violence, brings women into a traditionally male sphere. In this comic we see 
Margaret’s story updated, mirrored and celebrated by a ROLLER GRRRL.  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 Nottingham Writers’ Studio Development Director Pippa Hennessy discusses support 
networks for modern writers 

 Sarah Colborne discusses the Newcastle and Cavendish Collection at the 
Manuscripts and Special Collections at University of Nottingham 

 Shawn W Moore discusses his scholarly project Digital Cavendish 

 Jacob Tootalian explores Cavendish’s contribution to the development of science in 
17th century Britain. 

 James Walker on the political utopian thriller The Blazing World (1666) 

 Paul Fillingham creates a timeline infographic of Cavendish’s life and the historical 
context of her work 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-15ex-09.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-15ex-09.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-15ex-01.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-15ex-07.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-15ex-05.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-15ex-03.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-15ex-11.html


 A photoessay by James Walker on Cavendish’s role in Nottinghamshire’s literary 
history 

 
Artist Gary Erskine 
Gary has worked for MARVEL, DC Comics, Vertigo, Dark Horse Comics, IMAGE, IDW and 
other companies with writers Mark Millar, Warren Ellis, Garth Ennis, Grant Morrison and 
Brian Wood on books including The Unwritten, War Stories, The Massive, and Grindhouse, 
with characters as diverse as Judge Dredd, Sharman, Dan Dare and Captain America. He 
has also contributed to licenses including Star Wars, Star Trek, Doctor Who, Transformers 
and Terminator. He also mentors film students on storyboarding, teaches workshops at 
schools and libraries and is currently writing and publishing ROLLER GRRRLS. Future work 
includes Incendiary.US and Zachariah Gunn: Dakota. 
 
Writer Mhairi Stewart 
From inspirational people to stories of research, Mhairi loves bringing writing, art and fact 
together in narrative graphic non-fiction to communicate incredible stories to a wide 
audience. When not creating graphic works or looking after 2 willful cats called Meg and 
Mog, she works at St Andrews University as public engagement officer. 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  
 

 Dawn of the Unread won the Teaching Excellence Award at the Guardian Education 
Awards on 18 March 2015 
 

 
 
 
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqCLrOP7Osg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqCLrOP7Osg&feature=youtu.be
http://garyerskine.tumblr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Roller-Grrrls-132062103543401/
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
http://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2015/mar/19/teaching-excellence-category-awards-winner-and-runners-up
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

