
 
 
Issue 14: Stanley Middleton (1 August 1919 – 25 July 2009)  
Published: 8 April 2015 
Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
Stanley Middleton lived his entire life in Nottingham, teaching at the school he attended as 
a pupil. He also found time to write 44 novels, many of which explore the quiet everyday 
lives of middle-class professional men. His fourteenth novel, Holiday, was a joint winner of 
the Booker prize in 1974.  It was partly inspired by an essay by Auberon Waugh in which it 
was asserted that no good novel ought ever to have flashbacks. This was his way of politely 
sticking it to the establishment. David Belbin was a close friend of Stanley’s and so this is a 
very personal story for him. Ella Joyce has taken some of Stanley’s original photographs and 
watercolour painting (Stanley created the artwork for two of his books) and recreated these 
in her simple line drawings.  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 Shoestring Press publisher John Lucas on the reissue of Stanley’s books 

 David Belbin on a lifetime friendship with Stanley 

 Winning the Booker Prize for Holiday 

 David Belbin on Nottingham’s UNESCO City of Literature bid and local writers 

 Elaine Aldred on Bromley House Library 

 James Walker on writers and painting 

 Video of Ella Joyce on creating the comic 
 
 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-14ex-11.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-14ex-01.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-14ex-05.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-14ex-24.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-14ex-07.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-14ex-08.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxF5kpLYLrg


 
Artist: Ella Joyce 
This is Ella’s first ever comic and hopefully not her last. She previously illustrated the cover 
for a collection of short stories by her father, Graham. Ella is about to embark on a Fine Art 
degree at Ruskin, Oxford. So watch this space! 
 
Writer: David Belbin 
David Belbin has published forty-something novels since 1990, the majority for Young 
Adults, including 'The Beat' series and 'Love Lessons', all set in Nottingham, and eleven 
short novels for 'reluctant' readers. His recent novels and short stories have been for adults. 
'The Pretender' was translated into Italian, German and Hebrew. 'The Great Deception', third 
in the Nottingham based 'Bone and Cane' sequence, is published this autumn. He teaches 
part-time at NTU, where he ran the MA in Creative Writing for several years, and is chair of 
Nottingham’s UNESCO City of Literature bid.  
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  
 

 Dawn of the Unread won the Teaching Excellence Award at the Guardian Education 
Awards on 18 March 2015 
 

 Graham Joyce was originally a commissioned writer for our project but passed away 
in 2014. His daughter Ella stepped in to continue his commission (as an artist) which 
is a fitting tribute to him.  

 
 
 
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
 

   
 

  

https://twitter.com/ellajojoyce
http://www.davidbelbin.com/
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
http://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2015/mar/19/teaching-excellence-category-awards-winner-and-runners-up
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

