
 
 
Issue 13: Mary Howitt (1799 - 1888)  
Published: 8 March 2015 
Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
Mary and William Howitt published over 170 books during the 19th century. Mary is 
perhaps best known as the author of the poem The Spider and the Fly and for translating the 
work of Hans Christian Anderson. The couple also produced their own journal, becoming 
one of the first people to provide dietary information for the working classes. In this comic 
Mary is summoned back to life via a séance, and is worried that people may have forgotten 
who she was. She is taken on a tour of her former home in Nottingham, visiting Bromley 
House Subscription Library which celebrates its 200th birthday in 2016. There is also a guest 
appearance from Futh, the main protagonist of Alison Moore’s The Lighthouse.  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 Rowena Edlin-White on the Howitt’s literary marriage 

 The Howitt’s witnessing the 1831 Reform Riots that saw Nottingham Castle burned 
down 

 Mary translated 18 novels by Fredrika Bremer as well as work by Hans Christian 
Anderson’s role  

 Extract from Alison Moore’s He Wants about mobile libraries. 

 Video of Corrina Rothwell explaining how she created the comic 

Artist: Corrina Rothwell 
Corrina is a digital artist and illustrator based in Nottingham.  She makes all of her drawings 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-13ex-01.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-13ex-05.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-13ex-07.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-13ex-09.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SX55Dl38LRE
http://www.corrinarothwell.co.uk/


on a graphics tablet, sometimes importing photographs to create digital collages.  Generally 
she makes pictures about things which happen in everyday life and injects them with a 
sense of the ridiculous.  Her artwork can be found on prints and greeting cards across the 
country. She also illustrates books and corporate websites, and creates bespoke pieces for 
private customers. This is her first comic.  

Writer: Alison Moore 
Alison Moore’s first novel, The Lighthouse, was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2012 
and the National Book Awards 2012 (New Writer of the Year) before winning the McKitterick 
Prize 2013. The title story of her debut collection The Pre-War House and Other Stories won 
first prize in the novella category of The New Writer Prose and Poetry Prizes. Alison is an 
honorary lecturer in the School of English at Nottingham University. Her current novel is He 
Wants.  

 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  
 

 Dawn of the Unread won the Teaching Excellence Award at the Guardian Education 
Awards on 18 March 2015 

 
 
 
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
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