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About 
Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring. 
 
Alan Sillitoe   
Alan Sillitoe is best remembered for his seminal debut Saturday Night and Sunday Morning 
(1958) which gave an authentic voice to the working class. His characters represent defiant 
individualism and a mistrust of all forms of authority. In this comic he is asked to return to 
Nottingham to save libraries but refuses to come out while toffs are in government. Instead 
he sends out his two most famous anti-heroes Arthur Seaton and Colin Smith. The comic 
explores the death of the British pub and so includes an appearance from local celebrity the 
Fish Man as well as broadcaster Ray Gosling. The artwork uses rough crayon and pencils to 
symbolise the gritty realism of Sillitoe’s prose.  
 
The comic includes ‘embedded’ content providing additional context to the story: 

 A photo essay of a 3 year interview with Ray Gosling 

 A photo essay of Nottingham’s history of defiant individualism in literature 

 A modern Arthur Seaton standing up for Pussy Riot (voice by Jason Williamson of 
Sleaford Mods) 

 A unique library bus service in Nottingham which picked up kids from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

 Neil Fulwood on The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-12ex-01.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7xsH1gwc6o&feature=youtu.be
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-12ex-15.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-12ex-05.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-12ex-03.html


 The history of the White Horse pub 

 Paying homage to the opening drinking scene in the novel with the Fish Man 

 The history of Operative Libraries in Nottingham 

 We’ve created an Arthur Seaton video game with local hobbyist David Roach 
 
  
Artist: Carol Swain 
Many of Carol Swain's stories are set in Wales, and are grounded in autobiography. 
Absurdity, loss, alienation, belief, disbelief and revelation are common themes. She sees her 
characters as map readers searching for latitude and longitude in an attempt to fix their 
position in the world, their plight emphasised through her use of unusual perspectives that 
give her work a filmic quality. Time Out described her as ‘The Raymond Carver of British 
comics’. Carol works mainly in pencils and crayons and has recently moved back to Wales.  
 
 
Writer: James Walker  
James is the writer of this comic and the editor for the project. He is the Chair of the 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio, a Director of Nottingham’s UNESCO City of Literature bid and 
Literature Editor of LeftLion. Recent commissions include In Praise of the Midlands for BBC 
Radio 3 The Essay and the Sillitoe Trail for The Space.  
 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  

 
 
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
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