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Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
 
Geoffrey Trease was a phenomenal writer who would pen 113 books before calling it a day 
at the ripe old age of 88. His children’s historical fiction would cover every historical period 
from Ancient Greece to the Middle Ages and would be notable for two things in particular: 
avoiding jingoism and bringing a human dimension to conflict that showed men protecting 
their homes, families and roots and two; creating meaningful roles for both male and female 
characters. His most famous book, Bows Against the Barons (1934), is seen as a Marxist 
reading of the Hood legend, and forms the basis of this tubthumping story that sees the 
Merrie Men of Sherwood Forest march in protest at library closures. The artwork is by Rum 
Lad creator Steve Larder, who uses fine pen illustrations and scribbled backgrounds to 
create an etching effect.  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 James Walker on Trease’s formative years at Nottingham High School 

 Five Leaves publisher Ross Bradshaw on Bows Against the Barons 

 The Sparrow’s Nest Anarchist library 

 The Future Library Project  

 Video of Flash mob sit down protest for libraries  

 Leo Crane’s award-winning animation The Library 
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http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-11ex-03.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-11ex-05.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-11ex-08.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-11ex-12.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-11ex-13.html


 Alan Gibbons on why we need school librarians. 

 Video of Steve Larder discussing how he created illustrations for the comic 
 
 
Artist: Steve Larder 
Steve Larder is an artist, illustrator and zine creator living in Nottingham. For a few years he 
illustrated the poetry page of LeftLion and cheered up the city with his beautiful artwork on 
the walls of Lee Rosy’s Tea cafe. He is best known for his self-published auto-biographical 
comic-zine, Rum Lad. 
 
 
Writer: Alan Gibbons 
Alan Gibbons is a full time writer and independent educational consultant. He is a previous 
winner of the Blue Peter Book Award ‘The Book I Couldn’t Put Down’, fourteen other awards 
and has twice been shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal. A visitor to 180 schools a year in the 
UK and overseas, Alan is a popular speaker. He instigated the National Libraries’ Day 
campaign, which was one of the inspirations for the creation of Dawn of the Unread. 
 
  
NOTE TO EDITORS 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  

 
   
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
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