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About 
Dawn of the Unread is an interactive graphic novel that is made available across all media 
devices. It was launched on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) as a 16 part serial and 
finishes on 8 June 2015. Each comic in the serial explores a different literary figure from 
Nottingham’s past and uses a wide variety of artistic styles, collaborations and literary forms. 
It was created to address the UKs worrying literacy statistics and piloting an innovative way 
of engaging with a ‘youtube generation’ of reader who supposedly finds books boring.  
 
Ms Hood is a fictional contemporary character based on Maid Marian and inspired by Carol 
Ann Duffy’s collection, The World’s Wife. Growing up on a rough estate in Nottingham, her 
desire for success brings her into conflict with friend and childhood sweetheart Rob ‘Hoodie’, 
an ex-soldier turned protester. As the narrator of the tale, she charts her journey to 
becoming ‘Ms Hood’, suggesting that anyone who stands up for social justice can be ‘Hood’ 
and that the issues encapsulated in the Robin Hood legend are as relevant today as they 
were in medieval times. Artist Amanda Tribble has chosen to give Ms Hood a more 
masculine appearance and avoid stereotypical representations of her as a sexual object ‘to 
be looked at’.  
 
The comic has links (star icons) to additional contextual articles such as: 

 Michael Eaton discusses his film Fellow Traveller (1989) which told the story of 
blacklisted Hollywood writers secretly working on the 1950s Robin Hood TV serial. 

 James Walker on a brief history of feminist libraries. 

 Aly Stoneman on justice and corruption in the Hood legend. 

 Aly Stoneman on the history of the Robin Hood ballads.  

 A video of Ezekial Bone (the official Robin Hood of the Shire) 

 Video of artist Amanda Tribble explaining her approach to the comic 

http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/manifesto/
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-10ex-10.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-10ex-13.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-10ex-01.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-10ex-08.html
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/issue-10ex-03.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spDd4i5ZGIs&feature=youtu.be


 
Artist: Amanda Tribble 
Amanda is a comic artist and illustrator currently studying (BA) Illustration at the University of 
Lincoln. Her major work to date has included her webcomic Wander No More and a short 
adaptation of Christina Rossetti’s poem Maude Claire. She’s passionate about literature, 
reading, and claims to have spent half of her childhood in libraries. Other hobbies include 
knitting and baking.  
 
Writer: Aly Stoneman 
Aly writes mostly about landscape, journeys and myths, often working in collaboration with 
artists and musicians. She is the Poetry Editor at LeftLion Magazine, Arts Project 
Coordinator for charity Junction Arts, on the Board of Nottingham Writers’ Studio, and has an 
MA in Creative Writing from Nottingham Trent University. Lost Lands, her debut pamphlet, 
was published by Crystal Clear Creators in 2012. Winner of Nottingham Poetry Society’s 
Performance Poetry Competition in 2011, she was also a commissioned Poet in Residence 
for Lyric Lounge, running creative workshops in the community and presenting spoken word 
sessions. She has read and performed her work at many festivals and events including 
Ledbury Poetry Festival, Copenhagen International Poetry Festival, and most recently as 
part of Renaissance One’s mentoring scheme, The Final Stage, led by Jean Binta Breeze 
MBE.   
 
NOTE TO EDITORS 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is created by James Walker and Paul Fillingham who previously 
collaborated on The Sillitoe Trail for The Space and Being Arthur, the first live Twitter 
adaptation of Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (1958) 
 

 The literary figures featured in Dawn of the Unread are: William Booth, Slavomir 
Rawicz, Charlie Peace, Gotham Fool , Byron Clough, Alma Reville, DH Lawrence, 5th 

Duke of Portland, Bendigo, Ms Hood, Geoffrey Trease, Alan Sillitoe, Mary Howitt, 
Margaret Cavendish, Stanley Middleton, George Africanus. 
 

 Dawn of the Unread is a £60,500 Arts Council funded project. It has generated up to 
100 placements for students within the Humanities department of Nottingham Trent 
University.  

 
   
Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’ 
 
 

   
 

http://www.paintedlunacy.co.uk/
http://www.alystoneman.co.uk/
http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.beingarthur.co.uk/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

