
 

Context 

Dawn of the Unread (DOTU) is an interactive graphic novel available as a free download to 

all media platforms (iPhone, Android, iPad). It brings back to life 16 literary figures from 

Nottingham’s past who return from the grave in search of the one thing that will keep their 

memories alive: ‘Boooks’. Problem is, the only places that seem to be selling books are 

supermarkets and the Unread don’t find celeb autobiographies very nourishing…  

Our aim is to raise awareness of the importance of libraries and independent bookshops and 

explore their role in promoting reading and literacy. Each comic takes libraries and reading 

as its core theme, exploring their various shapes and forms from the cooperative libraries of 

the 1830s to the first feminist and Asian libraries in Nottingham.  

Each comic explores a different artistic and written style, from the Gallows Ballads to the 

Iambic Tetrameter. It features artists such as Eddie Campbell, Carol Swain, Gary Erskine 

and Hunt Emerson and writers such as Booker nominee Alison Moore, Betty Trask winner 

Nicola Monaghan and Smokestack publisher Andy Croft.    

Reluctant readers  

When it comes to illiteracy, England has never had it so bad, coming 22 out of 24 

industrialised countries in a recent survey by the OECD. By exploring different artistic styles 

and utilising the embedded functionality of digital storytelling we hope to offer numerous 

ways into the text for readers.    

We have approached every school and college in Nottinghamshire and are targeting 

reluctant readers in particular (14+). They are encouraged to ‘play’ DOTU by completing 

tasks at the end of each chapter. Scores are recorded on a virtual library card. The person 

who scores the highest will feature as a character in the final chapter. The tasks are: 

GO Visit a literary location from the story, tracked through GPS 

CREATE Upload an image/story/art inspired by the theme of each comic. They can then 

view these on four screens. Two in London and two in Nottingham (Broadway Cinema and 

New Art Exchange). This is to raise aspiration and confidence.  

BWAINZ Questions based on the chapter 



READ Get one of our recommended books out from a library or bookshop  

This is an Arts Council funding project that is attempting an innovative way of engaging with 

the ‘Youtube generation’ who supposedly are bored by books. Editor James Walker said: 

“The relationship between digital and print is not so much a happy marriage, rather a fun 

open relationship. Modern reading has changed whether we like it or not and younger 

readers expect to be part of the conversation. We’re hoping to create a thirst for books by 

giving snippets into the lives of important local literary figures with the ultimate aim that this 

interest may drive them into libraries to discover more.”   

NOTE TO EDITORS 

James Walker is the Chair of the Nottingham Writers’ Studio, a Director of Nottingham’s 

UNESCO City of Literature bid and Literature Editor of LeftLion. He works mainly as a digital 

storyteller with Paul Fillingham. They were previously commissioned by the Space to create 

the Sillitoe Trail, exploring the literary landscape of Alan Sillitoe’s Nottingham.   

 Over 100 students at Nottingham Trent University have been given placements on 

the project, helping with everything from marketing, research to film production 

 Dawn of the Unread was started on National Libraries’ Day (8 Feb 2014) and finishes 

on 8 June 2015 

 Our Youtube channel features ‘How To Create a Comic’ videos by each artist. 

 The literary figures brought back to life are: William Booth; Slavomir Rawicz; Charlie 

Peace; The Gotham Fool; Byron Clough; Alma Reville (Mrs. Hitchcock) 5th Duke of 

Portland; D.H Lawrence; Bendigo; Ms. Hood; Geoffrey Trease; Alan Sillitoe; Mary 

Howitt; Margaret Cavendish; Stanley Middleton; George Africanus   

 

Contact James Walker and Paul Fillingham at dawnoftheunread@gmail.com 
   
Click on the circles below to learn more about our campaign for ‘boooks’. 
 

   
 

  

http://www.sillitoetrail.com/
http://www.ntu.ac.uk/apps/news/154463-15/Expert_opinion_Dawn_of_the_Unread_and_the_battle_to_engage_with_teenagers.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
mailto:dawnoftheunread@gmail.com
http://www.dawnoftheunread.com/
https://twitter.com/dawnoftheunread
https://www.youtube.com/user/dawnunread
https://www.facebook.com/dawnoftheunread
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=thinkamigo.dotu
https://dawnoftheunread.wordpress.com/

