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The School of Arts and Humanities, Nottingham Trent University 
4th Annual Research Conference, 2014 
 
Mary Ann Evans Building (Rooms MAE 007, 008 and 009), Clifton Campus 
 
DAY ONE: Thursday 19 June 
 
 
09:30 - 11:00 

 
‘Where We Fly’ Symposium*, Session 1. Chair: Manu Braganca (Queen’s University 
Belfast) 
 
The Role of Budget Airlines in Tourism Diversification: the Case of Cyprus 
Anna Farmaki (The University of Central Lancashire, Cyprus Campus) 
 
Thick Turkey, Thin Turkey: Art Criticism and Aesthetics of Travel  
Cuneyt Cakirlar (Nottingham Trent University) 
 
The Ryanair Dimension: the Significance of Budget Flight Time-spaces in Contemporary 
Polish Migration 
Kathy Burrell (The University of Liverpool) 
 

11:00 – 11:30  Morning Coffee 
 
11:30 – 13:00 

 
‘Where We Fly’ Symposium*. Session 2. Chair: Xiaodong Lin (York University) 
 
Uncounter 
Murray Pratt (Nottingham Trent University) 
 
Flying With Pride: Transnational Sexual Citizenship and European Gay Identity 
Hongwei Bao (The University of Nottingham) 
 
A Flying Visit: Spending Free Time in France and Abroad 
Craig Adams (The University of Queensland) 
 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch 
 
14:00 – 15:00 

 
Digital Humanities Workshop, Session 1. Chair: Angela Brown (NTU) 
 
The Future is Digital 
Gary Peploe (The University of Salford)  
 
‘Off the Map’: The British Library Encourages Innovative  
Interpretations of Historic Collection Items 
Stella Wisdom (The British Library) 
 

15:00 – 15:30  Afternoon Tea 
 
15:30 – 16:30 

 
Digital Humanities Workshop, Session 2. Chair: Iain Simons (NTU) 
 
Dawn of the Unread: Digital Zombie Students 
James Walker (NTIC and Nottingham Trent University) 
 
Design Thinking and the Digital Humanities 
Tony de Ritis (Northeastern University, Boston, USA) 
 

* Funded by EU Marie Curie IRG Fellowship ‘Where We Fly’  
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The School of Arts and Humanities, Nottingham Trent University 
4th Annual Research Conference, 2014 
 
Mary Ann Evans Building (Rooms MAE 007, 008 and 009), Clifton Campus 
 
DAY TWO: Friday 20 June 
 
 
09:30 – 11:00 

 
AAH Research Showcase, Session 1. Chair: Phil Leonard (NTU) 
 
Back to the Future: ‘Re-writing Modernity’ in the work of Paul Virilio 
Enda McCaffrey (Nottingham Trent University) 
 
The Economic in the First Instance: Understanding the Academy through On Line 
Journalism 
Neil Turnbull (Nottingham Trent University) 
 
Visuality in Contemporary Fiction 
Thomas Mantzaris (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) 
 

11:00 – 11:30  Morning Coffee 
 
11:30 – 13:00 

 
AAH Research Showcase, Session 2. Chair: Jean-Pierre Boulé (NTU) 
 
Enslaved Wrestling in the pre-Civil War American South 
Sergio Lussana (Nottingham Trent University) 
 
Commodification of glamorous housewife in contemporary China 
Lingling Mao (Nottingham Trent University) 
 
The ties that bind: the emotional landscape of Sir Thomas Parkyns of Bunny 
Lizbeth Powell (Nottingham Trent University) 
 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch 
 
14:00 – 15:30 

 
Digital Humanities Workshop, Session 3. Chair: Nahem Yousaf (NTU) 
 
Round table showcase and discussion of new technologies and the Humanities 
Trevor Pull, Andrew Ward and Iain Simons  
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Abstracts 
 
The Role of Budget Airlines in Tourism Diversification: the Case of Cyprus 
Anna Farmaki, The University of Central Lancashire Cyprus 
It has been argued that LCCs offer several benefits to mature destinations, attempting to diversify their coastal 
product.  LCCs help to de-seasonalise the ‘sea and sun’ tourism product, offer access to new markets and contribute 
to regional development by using underserved secondary airports.  The aim of this paper is to evaluate the role of 
LCCs in Cyprus’ tourism industry, by focusing on the island’s effort to diversify its tourism product.  Following 
exploratory research, the paper examines the current situation in Cyprus with regards to tourism diversification, 
highlighting the contribution of LCCs and identifying related strategic challenges.   
 
Thick Turkey, Thin Turkey: Art Criticism and Aesthetics of Travel  
Cüneyt Çakirlar, Nottingham Trent University 
This paper explores the political discourse of scale and location in art criticism with reference to art-practices 
produced in or inspired by Turkey-as-region.  Discussing a selection of art-works, this project focuses on the ways in 
which the artists are appropriating globalized trends of contemporary arts as well as queer movements/moments in 
arts as cultural capital to reciprocate/address the international art consumer.  The artwork becomes a ‘flexible text’ 
in terms of its local and global intelligibility: it fails to be addressed as indigenous.  Given that these artworks contain 
a critical self-consciousness with regard to their regionalization as well as their global travel, I suggest the critical 
scholar, “feeling addressed by” the non-West, should develop a parallel methodological vision. 
 
The Ryanair Dimension: the Significance of Budget Flight Time-spaces in Contemporary Polish Migration 
Dr Kathy Burrell, The University of Liverpool 
This article uses in-depth interviews collected with post-accession Polish migrants to consider the significance of low 
cost flights as socially stratified and richly materialised time-spaces within east-west European migration.  Two key 
strands will be developed.  First, a general geography of the flights connecting Poland and the UK will be offered, 
illustrating the phenomenal change in aeromobility links between the two countries since 2004.  The main body of 
the paper will focus in on the experiences of using these flights as part of a migration project – their role in 
sustaining transnational ties and the making and breaking of collective identity during flights, as well as the negative 
narratives associated with flying this way.  
 
Uncounter 
Murray Pratt, Nottingham Trent University 
The infrastructures people use to move across Europe, particularly the low cost airline travel that has evolved 
alongside the EU’s cultural phase, lend themselves in many ways to Marc Augé’s analysis of the non-lieux (non place), 
arguably epitomising the supermodern, not so much via accelerations, but through three interlinked erasures, of 
distance, difference and of particularity.  ‘Uncounter’ is the neologism I am proposing for the promotion of 
interchange for its own sake, and the forms of intercultural exchange and dialogue that are programmed to occur 
routinely across European travelspheres where understandings are reached momentarily, experiences gained but 
soon forgotten, values shared only to be rejected.  Symbolised by an interchange where a signpost indicating 
distances serves more as an art sculpture than an information feed, the airports of Europe process and propel their 
passengers from Un counter to the next. This, at least in part, is a paper about planes and airports, particularly the 
embeddedness in the Euro-ethnie of what we still tend to think of as budget airlines (despite the increasingly 
centrifugal monopolisation around a mid-range mid-price product that is characterising the industry) with their 
promise of affordable elsewheres, and the epiphenomena of minimal or add-on in-flight service and the market-led 
curation of destination-rationale opportunities. It is also a reading of Beauvais airport and Ryanair as non-experience 
in Michel Houellebecq’s novel, La Carte et le territoire. 
 
Flying With Pride: Transnational Sexual Citizenship and European Gay Identity 
Hongwei Bao, University of Nottingham 
The popularity of low-cost airlines has facilitated an increasing number of lesbians and gays to travel to gay-friendly 
cities such as Amsterdam, Barcelona, Berlin and Paris and to attend queer public events such as the Gay Pride, 
Folsom Europe, Outgames and Queer Film Festivals. This has not only boosted the sexual tourism and ‘pink economy’ 
in major European cities, but also produced a particular type of ‘European gay identity’.  This type of gay identity 
seems to share particular looks, aesthetics, interests and outlooks in common. It is also characterised by a strong 
sense of being a proud citizen in a (largely) sexually-tolerant European Union.  The consciousness of being both gay 
and European gestures towards a certain cosmopolitan outlook that seems to be able to challenge the narrow 
definition of citizenship based on nation states. Is this ‘queer cosmopolitan’ disposition intrinsically egalitarian and 
liberating?  What are the possible problems with being proudly gay and European?  Drawing on my interviews with 
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European travellers regarding their ‘gay travel’ experiences with low-cost airlines, I discuss the politics of ‘flying with 
pride’.  
 
A Flying Visit: Spending Free Time in France and Abroad 
Craig Adams, The University of Queensland 
Free time is an important idea to the French.  Instead of living to work, they work to go on holidays.  This is literally 
case for the thirty-five hour work week, which allows an employee to accumulate an extra three weeks of annual 
leave in addition to the standard five by working an extra four hours a week.  This mentality in regards to free time is 
reflected in government initiatives designed to support the French taking holidays: the French Department of Social 
Security provides an allowance to families to help them go on holiday, and one of the Ministry of Tourism’s key 
priorities is to ensure that all French citizens have access to a holiday.  There was even a short-lived Ministry of Free 
Time in Mitterrand’s first government.  One reason for the government interest in free time is the economic benefit; 
the French make productive use of their free time, typically preferring domestic travel.  “Give a Frenchman a long 
weekend”, declares one travel writer, “and he’ll […] drive to the French seaside, countryside or mountains, and 
spend three or four days eating and drinking French food and wine [but] [g]ive a Brit the same opportunity and he’ll 
get in an Irish jet and fly to Bulgaria”.  The apparent cultural difference here in the consumption of free time 
conceals its true nature, for free time must always be productive.  This paper considers French attitudes towards 
domestic and international air travel, and free time.  Drawing on examples from French news reports on tourism, 
government policies concerning leisure time, and representations of travel in contemporary literature, it investigates 
how free time is organized in France and the role which notions of tradition and terroir play in its consumption. 
 
The Future is Digital 
Gary Peploe (The University of Salford) 
 
‘Off the Map’: The British Library Encourages Innovative Interpretations of Historic Collection Items 
Stella Wisdom, The British Library 
The ‘Off the Map’ competition is a unique collaboration between the British Library, videogame company Crytek and 
Nottingham Trent University’s GameCity festival.  Off the Map challenges students in higher education to build 
exciting, explorable, virtual environments using Crytek’s CRYENGINE software, which are inspired by historic 
collection items; including maps, sounds, texts and illustrations chosen by Library curators.  Now in its second year, 
the 2014 competition accompanies the British Library’s forthcoming exhibition, Terror and Wonder: the Gothic 
Imagination.  
 
Dawn of the Unread: A blueprint for the digital humanities 
James Walker, NTIC and Nottingham Trent University 
Dawn of the Unread is an innovative digital arts project that aims to transform the way that students experience art 
and culture online and the way that disciplines connect within the humanities.  A new generation of student has 
emerged that demands content in multiple forms and in varying lengths and formats, all of which means the 
humanities needs to be more reflexive in the dissemination of knowledge. 
 
Design Thinking and the Digital Humanities 
Tony de Ritis, Northeastern University 
"Design Thinking" is a human-centered approach to innovation that uses principles of design within the practical 
constraints of business.  BusinessWeek ran an article titled "Tomorrow's B-School? It Might Be A D-School" stating 
that, "much of corporate America ... has started thinking about thinking.  And all that thinking has led many 
executives to the same conclusion:  We need help thinking."  This short presentation introduces the concepts of 
Design Thinking and its application to innovative approaches to Digital Humanities research; and uses the Boston-
based symposium "The Value of Presenting" [www.music.neu.edu/value] on "Arts Data & Research in North 
America" as a case study. 
 
Back to the Future: Re-Writing Modernity in the Work of Paul Virilio  
Enda McCaffrey, Nottingham Trent  University 
This paper applies topology to re-read the materialisation of historical displacement in Paul Virilio’s Le Futurisme de 
l’instant (2009).  With an emphasis on space (distance and proximity) as a metaphor of qualitative and conceptual 
thought, topology can be applied to study how Virilio represents and reinforces the periodisation of time, place and 
event, and nominalises processes and practices associated with socio-cultural change.  This is a discourse of 
compressed spatial dichotomies, framed by a boxing (‘freeze-framing’) of historical displacement, itself underpinned 
by the stylistic effects of capitalisation and italicisation of key word-ideas (‘mots-valises’): ‘EX-CENTRICITÉ/ÉCO-
PLANÈTE; EX-URBANISME/SUBURBANISME (DÉSURBANISME); GÉNOCIDE/GÉOCIDE; BIOSPHÈRE/PLANISPHÈRE; 
CLAUSTROPOLIS/COSMOPOLIS.  This use of topology as compressed space captures the speed of change and the 
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way technology and globalisation have compacted historical processes and traditional chronologies into a 
‘POSTHISTORIQUE’ ‘conteneurisation’ (‘containerisation’) of displacement. But this nominalisation of space has also 
invited criticism for its ‘pseudo-science’ and wordiness (Sokal and Bricmont 1998; 2010), and for its elision of 
trajectories in favour of ‘squaring’ history into fixed moments, origins and objectified causes and concepts.  With a 
view to re-reading Virilio’s representation of historical change, I draw on Jean-Franҫois Lyotard’s theory of ‘Re-
Writing Modernity’ (1987).  Based on the idea that re-writing is part of writing – not a return to a point of origin or 
redefinition of the past but a ‘working through’ of ‘projects, programs and prospects’ (including the present), I 
explore a second use of topology which, as a subset of the first, resists the latter’s spatial/conceptual shrinkage and 
invites us to rethink Virilio’s ‘instant inhabitable’ (‘unliveable instant’) as another ‘now’ in an unfolding continuum.  
Via the elongation of space (and by extension time and history), whose measurements are not condensed but 
expanded by the unlimited co-ordinates of ‘sol’ and ‘ciel’, topology allows us to disassemble the vertical structures 
of ‘plier’/ ‘replier’(fold/fold down’) and instead unfold (‘déplier’) into horizontal space through the language of 
succession, traceability, automobility and memory. 
 
Economics in the First Instance: The Value of Online Financial Journalism for Humanities Research 
Neil Turnbull, Nottingham Trent University 
Since the cultural turn in the 1980s and the rejection of the basic assumptions behind classical Marxism the 
Humanities have lacked a theoretical framework that recognises the centrality of distal economic processes in 
relation to the patterns and processes of human life.  Although it is still widely recognise that social reality is 
governed by ‘economic processes’ in last instance, especially the power of ‘the market’ to commoditise important 
aspects of the social, the precise nature of markets and economic processes remains opaque and little understood.  
Today economics is seen as the domain of the social sciences that has little to say about the domain of meanings and 
representations that has become the sine qua non of all forms of intellectual inquiry in the humanities.  In this paper 
I will explore the way in which on line financial journalism can help humanities researchers construct a working 
model of contemporary global capitalism in a way that partially rehabilitates some of Marx’s key economic insights.  
The paper will go on to examine the way in which on-line financial journalism offers significant advantages to 
popular economics texts in this regard as it provides a ‘real time’ historical context that allows for an understanding 
of the dynamics of contemporary capitalism in situ.  
 
Visuality in Contemporary Fiction 
Thomas Mantzaris, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
The flood of information in various forms and media has generated an increasing array of interactions between 
traditionally distinct media. In this paper, I will examine visuality in contemporary Anglophone fiction, seeking to 
discuss the inherent complexities in the juxtaposition of the world of the visual and the world of the word. 
 
The affluence of artistic, cultural, and literary production of the past two decades has resulted in a significant 
number of works of fiction which embed images or photographs in them, not as complementary to the narrative, 
but as core parts of it.  As a consequence, the traditional perception of the particular literary genre, fiction, as well as 
that of the respective media —the book and the image— have been radically challenged and these new dynamics 
need to be thoroughly addressed. 
 
Starting from W.T. J. Mitchell’s concept of the “pictorial turn in literature” and Umberto Eco’s assertion that “we live 
in a civilization now accustomed to thinking in images,” I will move on to examine what I consider a multimodal 
landscape in literature; in this direction, concepts such as the materiality of the book, creative experimentation and 
media codes will be discussed within the framework of the digital humanities.  Lastly, I will reflect on the idea of the 
book as networked space constituting an essential mirror to the multimodal landscape of our times. 
 
Enslaved Wrestling in the pre-Civil War American South 
Sergio Lussana, Nottingham Trent University 
I joined the history and heritage department at NTU as a full-time permanent lecturer in history in September 2013.  
My research focusses on issues of race, gender, and emotion in nineteenth century America, and in particular on the 
history of African American slavery.  I am currently working on a book exploring the homosocial world of enslaved 
men in the antebellum southern United States.  It examines how pursuits such as drinking, gambling, wrestling, and 
hunting brought enslaved men together in an all-male subculture through which they constructed their own 
independent notions of masculinity, friendship, and resistance. 
 
One aspect of my research that has been neglected in the historiography is the subject of slave wrestling.  I propose 
discussing this subject at the 4th Annual Research in Progress Conference at Nottingham Trent University.  The 
stories of slave wrestling and prizefighting that emerged after the Civil War are renowned.  Slave fights not only 
appeared in folklore, they were also mentioned in prominent works of literature such as William Faulkner’s Absalom, 
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Absalom! (1936).  Recently, slave wrestling was brutally depicted in Quentin Tarantino’s film, Django Unchained 
(2012).  Such stories are intriguing. However, the lack of evidence proving the existence of organised slave fighting in 
the antebellum South has meant that for many years such stories have mostly remained consigned to myth and 
legend.  
 
Using previously unused slave testimony, this paper will recreate the world of enslaved wrestling in the pre-Civil War 
American South.  Evidence demonstrates that wrestling played an important role in the lives of many enslaved men.  
Whether staged by the owner or by the enslaved themselves, male fighters looked forward to these fights held at 
the weekends at corn shuckings.  The paper will argue that slave-organised fighting functioned in similar ways to 
traditional West African wrestling: male fighters reinforced their masculinity, and determined rank and status among 
themselves.  Not only was the ring a crucible in which masculinity could be tested and proved in front of one’s peers, 
it had the potential to function as an important rite of passage for enslaved boys reaching puberty, a sphere for 
fostering male bonding and solidarity, and also a means of conflict resolution.  Evidence shows that slave fighters, 
owing to their build and skills, sometimes physically resisted whippings from white authorities.  In short, activities 
such as slave wrestling offered enslaved men a significant avenue through which to affirm and validate masculine 
qualities that were publically displayed, tested and judged among their peers.  This was an important and 
empowering feat when considered in the context of slavery. 
 
Commodification of glamorous housewife in contemporary China  
Lingling Mao, Nottingham Trent University 
This paper explores a new phenomenon in China – the commodification of the housewife, where the 1960s 
generation of women exemplifies the trend.  In Mao’ era, where only external work validated women’s position in 
society, housewife was a term disdained as a conservative emblem of the feudal past.  However, after the opening of 
the Chinese economy in the 1980s, as a strategic solution to cut the cost of social security and reduce surplus labor, 
the Chinese state has revalidated women’s inner sphere by glamorizing the previous derogatory housewife into a full-
time occupation, terminologically.  Thus, in comparison to the 1950s generation of Chinese women, where the low 
socio-economic group was laid off by the state explicitly, the high socio-economic group of the 1960s generation of 
women has been laid off by the state implicitly.  But contrary to the public outcry for the 1950s generation’s laid-off 
women, the glamorous housewife’s withdraw from the external work is seen as in honor of one’s husband’s status.  
Adopting Pierre Bourdieu’s conception in analyzing social class, this paper examines the changing channel of status 
attainment in post-Mao China.  After more than thirty years’ capitalist practice, China is now amongst the top five 
countries in the world with deep social stratification.  With the rise of consumerism, the role of luxury items in the 
social status competition is increasingly magnified; meanwhile, the role of glamorous housewife to transfer one’s 
economic capital to symbolic capital is increasingly visible.  By examining the relationship between women and 
consumerism, women’s position and market economy in the domestic sphere, this paper argues that as an 
improvising strategy of the state, the glamorization of the housewife has conveniently ignored the vulnerability of 
this group in a market economy; further, by listing it amongst one of the most desirable consumer goods by the 
public, the commodification of the housewife trend has seriously undermined women’s position in Chinese society.  
 
The ties that bind : the emotional landscape of Sir Thomas Parkyns of Bunny 
Lizbeth Powell, Nottingham Trent University 
For many the advent of social media has changed the management of our personal relationships and whereas 
adherents trumpet perceived advantages detractors deride what they consider the tenuous nature of relationships 
conducted almost entirely electronically and question the depth of such claimed attachment.  But outside of the 
internet the friends and acquaintances we all claim will vary widely in their depth and commitment.  Those we 
designate as our close friends will have the least restricted access to our private selves, will be stable features of our 
lives and will probably never number more than four or five individuals.  Apart from this group we all experience a 
much greater number of less significant attachments that we might also designate as friends.  But in each case, 
whether only briefly or otherwise all of these connections will have made a contribution to our inner lives.  

 
From a historical perspective friendship in the early modern period has largely been confined to consideration within 
the networks of client and patron. There has also been analysis of the involvement of friends offering advice at 
significant stages of life such as the decision to marry.  In contrast to these largely practical analyses this paper takes 
its lead from a developing historiographical approach that uses emotional responses as its analytical theme.  Using a 
range of public and private source material to explore friendships forged by a local landowner Sir Thomas Parkyns of 
Bunny Park, the essence, intensity and variety of relationships nurtured outside of the family will be explored to 
expose the significant contribution to emotional life made by friendships in the eighteenth century. 


